
Crain Garden Concert Series Performance February 20, 2018 

Performers: Dr. Shannon Hesse and Dr. Jane Perkyns 

 

“An Invitation to the Dance” 

Shannon Hesse and Jane Perkyns met as colleagues at Texas Southern University in 2010 when Shannon 

joined the teaching faculty in the Dept. of Music where Jane has been a faculty member since 1990. 

They have been performing together as duo partners since that time both 2-piano and 1-piano 4-hand 

programs.  The duo has been invited to perform in the Margaret Alkek Williams Crain Garden Performance 

Series at Houston Methodist Hospital on February 20, 2018 at 12:00 pm. This program will feature dances 

from around the world written for piano 4-hands including such well-known gems as Brahms’ Hungarian 

Dance N. 5 and Tchaikovsky’s Waltz of the Flowers The performance is free, open to the public and held in 

the Crain Garden of Houston Methodist Hospital, 6565 Fannin Street. Parking is available next door in TMC 

Garage #1 and valet parking is available directly in front of the hospital. Come and join us in the dance. 

 

The Artists: 

Dr. Shannon Hesse has performed extensively both nationally and internationally as a soloist and 
collaborative pianist.  Her concert schedule consists of recurring guest appearances in recitals sponsored 
by organizations such as the College Music Society, National Association of Teachers of Singing, Society 
of Composers, Inc., Houston Tuesday Musical Club, Galveston Island Arts Academy Concert Series, 
Imperial Performing Arts Series, Greenbriar Consortium, and the Houston Composers Alliance.  She 
regularly performs with musicians from the Houston Symphony including her husband, cellist Anthony 
Kitai.  A devoted teacher, Dr. Hesse is a long-standing member of Music Teachers National Association, 
where she is a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music. She is frequently in demand as an adjudicator and 
her students have been prizewinners in competitions at the local and state levels.  

Dr. Hesse has served on the faculties of Houston Baptist University, Texas Southern University, and 
Valdosta State University, and spent many wonderful summers teaching at Westminster Choir College’s 
High School Piano Camp, at the Interlochen Center for the Arts, where she served as Coordinator of 
Collaborative Piano, and on staff as a collaborative pianist at the Chautauqua Summer Institute. 

A graduate of the Eastman School of Music, Dr. Hesse holds additional degrees from Catholic University 
and Westminster Choir College.  She is a member of the honors societies Phi Kappa Lambda and Alpha 
Lambda Delta and has had the honor of working with outstanding teachers and mentors, including Jean 
Barr, Ingrid Clarfield, Marilyn Neeley and Rita Sloan. 

 

Dr. Jane Perkyns has performed as soloist and collaborative artist throughout Canada, the USA, and China. 
She has been heard on regional and national radio programs and has had the honor of premiering several 
works both in the solo and chamber music field. Of her playing, Charles Ward of the Houston Chronicle 
wrote: “In finely crafted playing, Perkyns reveals the music’s harmonic roots and gentle phrasing…” 

Dr. Perkyns is a Professor of Music at Texas Southern University and has been a member of the faculty 
since 1991. She served for three years as the Music Coordinator in the Dept. of Fine Arts and is presently 



the Interim Associate Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Behavioral Sciences.  She has been the 
recipient of two university awards: the McCleary Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2011 and the Faculty 
Excellence Award for Outstanding Undergraduate Advising in 2015.  

Dr. Perkyns has served as a clinician and adjudicator for numerous piano workshops and competitions 
throughout the Houston area. Her accomplishments have been recognized in several editions of Who’s 
Who in American Education, Who’s Who of American Women, Who’s Who in America, and Who’s Who 
in the World.   From the Music Teachers National Association Dr. Perkyns has received national 
certification for teaching both applied performance and academic courses.  Her ongoing research in the 
teaching and performing areas has led to lectures and demonstrations at various musical conferences 
including the World Piano Pedagogy Conference, Texas Music Educators Conference, and the College 
Music Society regional conferences.  Her article publications have also appeared in Texas Music Teacher.  

Along with her accomplishments in the classical field, Dr. Perkyns has also been active in the area of 
musical theatre and composition, writing and producing children’s musical theatre and teaching musical 
theatre classes to children with disabilities.  Her musical theatre works have been performed throughout 
Texas including performances at the 2000 George Bush Medal Awards Ceremony in the presence of the 
President Bush, Sr.  Dr. Perkyns received her graduate degrees from The Juilliard School (M.Mus.) and the 
University of British Columbia (DMA). 


